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Cavdry units from Midwestern states remain largely absent from Civil War literature, and what little has
been written largely overlooks the individual men who served. The Fifth Illinois Cavalry has thus remained
obscure despite participating in some of the most important campaigns in Arkansas and Mississippi. In this
pioneering examination of that understudied regiment, Rhonda M. Kohl offers the only modern,
comprehensive analysis of a southern Illinois regiment during the Civil War and combines well-documented
military history with a cultural analysis of the men who served in the Fifth lllinois.

The regiment’ s history unfolds around major events in the Western Theater from 1861 to September 1865,
including campaigns at Helena, Vicksburg, Jackson, and Meridian, as well as numerous little-known
skirmishes. Although they were led ailmost exclusively by Northern-born Republicans, the mgjority of the
soldiersin the Fifth lllinois remained Democrats. As Kohl demonstrates, politics, economics, education,
social values, and racism separated the line officers from the common soldiers, and the internal friction
caused by these cultural disparities led to poor leadership, low morale, disciplinary problems, and rampant
alcoholism.

The narrative pulls the Fifth Illinois out of historical oblivion, elucidating the highs and lows of the soldiers
service as well as their changing attitudes toward war goals, religion, liberty, commanding generals,
Copperheads, and alcoholism. By reconstructing the cultural context of Fifth Illinois soldiers, Prairie Boys
Go to War reveas how social and economic traditions can shape the wartime experience.
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From reader reviews:
Dorothy Trimm:

The book The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth lllinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like
abook The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry,
1861-1865 has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can look the
enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Donovan Pena:

The reason? Because this The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth lllinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress
you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who el se write the book in
such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So, still want to postpone having that book? If | were
being you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

George Falls:

The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the
information. The writer giving hig/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The
Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth lllinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This
great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Pamela Stanley:

Beside this The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 in your phone, it may give
you away to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got
hereisfresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village.
It isgood thing to have The Prairie Boys Go to War: The Fifth Illinois Cavalry, 1861-1865 because this book
offersfor you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be



guestionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book
and also read it from today!
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