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In this paradigm-shifting volume, Allan C. Carlson identifies and examines four distinct cycles of strength or
weakness of American family systems. This distinctly American family model includes early and nearly
universal marriage, high fertility, close attention to parental responsibilities, complementary gender roles,
meaningful intergenerational bonds, and relative stability. Notably, such traits distinguish the “strong”
American family system from the “weak” European model (evident since 1700), which involves late
marriage, a high proportion of the adult population never married, significantly lower fertility, and more
divorces.

The author shows that these cycles of strength and weakness have occurred, until recently, in remarkably
consistent fifty-year swings in the United States since colonial times. The book’s chapters are organized
around these 50-year time frames. There have been four family cycles of strength and decline since 1630,
each one lasting about one hundred years. The author argues that fluctuations within this cyclical model
derive from intellectual, economic, cultural, and religious influences, which he explores in detail, and
supports with considerable evidence.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Family Cycles:
Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American Domestic Life, 1630-2000 (Marriage and Family Studies
Series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Dwight Bailey:

The particular book Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American Domestic Life, 1630-2000
(Marriage and Family Studies Series) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you.
The book Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American Domestic Life, 1630-2000 (Marriage
and Family Studies Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Alan Archuleta:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Family Cycles: Strength, Decline, and Renewal in American
Domestic Life, 1630-2000 (Marriage and Family Studies Series) it is very good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Nicholas Riley:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Family Cycles: Strength,
Decline, and Renewal in American Domestic Life, 1630-2000 (Marriage and Family Studies Series) is
simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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