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Transnational adoption was once a rarity in the United States, but Americans have been choosing to adopt
children from abroad with increasing frequency since the mid-twentieth century. Korean adoptees make up
the largest share of international adoptions—25 percent of all children adopted from outside the United
States—but they remain understudied among Asian American groups. What kind of identities do adoptees
develop as members of American families and in a cultural climate that often views them as foreigners?
Choosing Ethnicity, Negotiating Race is the only study of this unique population to collect in-depth
interviews with a multigenerational, random sample of adult Korean adoptees. The book examines how
Korean adoptees form their social identities and compares them to native-born Asian Americans who are not
adopted.

How do American stereotypes influence the ways Korean adoptees identify themselves? Does the need to
explore a Korean cultural identity—or the absence of this need—shift according to life stage or
circumstance? In Choosing Ethnicity, Negotiating Race, sixty-one adult Korean adoptees—representing
different genders, social classes, and communities—reflect on early childhood, young adulthood, their
current lives, and how they experience others’ perceptions of them. The authors find that most adoptees do
not identify themselves strongly in ethnic terms, although they will at times identify as Korean or Asian
American in order to deflect questions from outsiders about their cultural backgrounds. Indeed, Korean
adoptees are far less likely than their non-adopted Asian American peers to explore their ethnic backgrounds
by joining ethnic organizations or social networks. Adoptees who do not explore their ethnic identity early in
life are less likely ever to do so—citing such causes as general aversion, lack of opportunity, or the personal
insignificance of race, ethnicity, and adoption in their lives. Nonetheless, the choice of many adoptees not to
identify as Korean or Asian American does not diminish the salience of racial stereotypes in their lives.
Korean adoptees must continually navigate society’s assumptions about Asian Americans regardless of
whether they chose to identify ethnically.

Choosing Ethnicity, Negotiating Race is a crucial examination of this little-studied American population and
will make informative reading for adoptive families, adoption agencies, and policymakers. The authors
demonstrate that while race is a social construct, its influence on daily life is real. This book provides an
insightful analysis of how potent this influence can be—for transnational adoptees and all Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Evan Hinson:

This book untitled Choosing Ethnicity, Negotiating Race: Korean Adoptees in America to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your
list.

Ruth Michel:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Choosing Ethnicity, Negotiating Race: Korean Adoptees in America, you could tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Goddard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Choosing Ethnicity, Negotiating Race: Korean
Adoptees in America reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Choosing Ethnicity,
Negotiating Race: Korean Adoptees in America as good book not just by the cover but also by the content.
This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Eileen Moore:

You may get this Choosing Ethnicity, Negotiating Race: Korean Adoptees in America by go to the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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