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Medicine and Religion is the first book to comprehensively examine the relationship between medicine and
religion in the Western tradition from ancient times to the modern era. Beginning with the earliest attempts
to heal the body and account for the meaning of illness in the ancient Near East, historian Gary B. Ferngren
describes how the polytheistic religions of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome and the
monotheistic faiths of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam have complemented medicine in the ancient,
medieval, and modern periods.

Ferngren paints a broad and detailed portrait of how humans throughout the ages have drawn on specific
values of diverse religious traditions in caring for the body. Religious perspectives have informed both the
treatment of disease and the provision of health care. And, while tensions have sometimes existed, relations
between medicine and religion have often been cooperative and mutually beneficial.

Religious beliefs provided a framework for explaining disease and suffering that was larger than medicine
alone could offer. These beliefs furnished a theological basis for a compassionate care of the sick that led to
the creation of the hospital and a long tradition of charitable medicine.

Praise for Medicine and Health Care in Early Christianity, by Gary B. Ferngren

"This fine work looks forward as well as backward; it invites fuller reflection of the many senses in which
medicine and religion intersect and merits wide readership."— JAMA

"An important book, for students of Christian theology who understand health and healing to be topics of
theological interest, and for health care practitioners who seek a historical perspective on the development of
the ethos of their vocation."— Journal of Religion and Health
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

This Medicine and Religion usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Medicine and Religion can be one of many great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your
before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Medicine and Religion giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Verline Custer:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing
you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
guide untitled Medicine and Religion can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

John Tillery:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Medicine and Religion e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Medicine and Religion as good book not simply by the cover
but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Wanda Riddle:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Medicine and Religion can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those
short time problems.
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