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Altruism and self-assertiveness went hand in hand for Victorian women. During a period when most lacked
property rights and professional opportunities, gift transactions allowed them to enter into economic
negotiations of power as volatile and potentially profitable as those within the market systems that so
frequently excluded or exploited them. They made presents of holiday books and homemade jams,
transformed inheritances into intimate or aggressive bequests, and, in both prose and practice, offered up
their own bodies in sacrifice. Far more than selfless acts of charity or sure signs of their suitability for
marriage, such gifts radically reconstructed women's personal relationships and public activism in the
nineteenth century.

Giving Women examines the literary expression and cultural consequences of English women's giving from
the 1820s to the First World War. Attending to the dynamic action and reaction of gift exchange in fiction
and poetry by Charlotte Bront?, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Elizabeth Gaskell, and Christina Rossetti as
well as in literary annuals, Salvation Army periodicals, and political pamphlets, Rappoport demonstrates
how female authors and fictional protagonists alike mobilized networks outside of marriage and the market.
Through giving, women redefined the primary allegiances of their everyday lives, forged public coalitions,
and advanced campaigns for abolition, slum reform, eugenics, and suffrage.
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From reader reviews:

Reinaldo Downs:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Giving Women: Alliance and
Exchange in Victorian Culture. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Helen Jackson:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Giving Women: Alliance and Exchange in Victorian Culture book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
regarding Giving Women: Alliance and Exchange in Victorian Culture content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Giving Women: Alliance and Exchange in Victorian
Culture is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Gregory Polster:

The reason? Because this Giving Women: Alliance and Exchange in Victorian Culture is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the
item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Danny Padilla:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Giving Women: Alliance and
Exchange in Victorian Culture can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?
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