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This is the first complete survey of the historical pitch standards used by musicians during the last four
centuries. Written from a practical perspective and addressed to performers it is the first book to attach
frequency values to pitch names and describe where, when, and why various historical pitch levels were
used. It surveys a period from the 16th century to the present and focuses on Italy, France, Germany, the
northern and southern Netherlands, and the Habsburg Lands, following the developments in the design and
function of instruments and how they influenced and were influenced by pitch changes.

The History of Performing Pitch explores the relationships between pitches like Chorton, Cammerton, and
Consort-Pitch and what pitch frequencies they represented at various times and places. It also examines what
effect pitch differences had on musical notation and choice of key, and discusses practical considerations
musicians would have had to make when transposing, especially with regards to the range of singers' voices.

What distinguishes this book from previous pitch studies is that it has been written since the rise of the early
music revival within the context of the growing understanding of how "early" instruments work. This
development has provided a new source of empirical information not previously available, which allows this
book to base its conclusions on a much larger and more relevant sample than has ever been possible before.
It refers to the original pitches of some 1,382 historical instruments, including cornetts, Renaissance flutes,
traversos, recorders, clarinets, organs, pitchpipes, and automatic instruments from all over Europe and
compares this information with music and written texts. While this study avoids categorical answers where
historical information is not yet sufficient to justify them, it locates a number of historical pitch levels,
discovers several that were previously unnoticed, and disproves several common myths about pitch.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Hodges:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible A
History of Performing Pitch: The Story of 'A'? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have different opinion?

Gregory Throop:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book A History of Performing Pitch: The Story of 'A' will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Donna Kerns:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book A History of
Performing Pitch: The Story of 'A'. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Charles Adams:

Typically the book A History of Performing Pitch: The Story of 'A' will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book A History of Performing Pitch: The Story of
'A' is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.
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