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Numerous polls show that Americans want to reduce our military presence abroad, allowing our allies and
other nations to assume greater responsibility both for their own defense and for enforcing security in their
respective regions. In The Power Problem, Christopher A. Preble explores the aims, costs, and limitations of
the use of this nation's military power; throughout, he makes the case that the majority of Americans are
right, and the foreign policy experts who disdain the public's perspective are wrong. Preble is a keen and
skeptical observer of recent U.S. foreign policy experiences, which have been marked by the promiscuous
use of armed intervention. He documents how the possession of vast military strength runs contrary to the
original intent of the Founders, and has, as they feared, shifted the balance of power away from individual
citizens and toward the central government, and from the legislative and judicial branches of government to
the executive. In Preble's estimate, if policymakers in Washington have at their disposal immense military
might, they will constantly be tempted to overreach, and to redefine ever more broadly the "national
interest." Preble holds that the core national interest—preserving American security—is easily defined and
largely immutable. Possessing vast military power in order to further other objectives is, he asserts, illicit and
to be resisted. Preble views military power as purely instrumental: if it advances U.S. security, then it is
fulfilling its essential role. If it does not—if it undermines our security, imposes unnecessary costs, and
forces all Americans to incur additional risks—then our military power is a problem, one that only we can
solve. As it stands today, Washington's eagerness to maintain and use an enormous and expensive military is
corrosive to contemporary American democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Phelps:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Power Problem: How American Military
Dominance Makes Us Less Safe, Less Prosperous, and Less Free (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Deborah Rost:

The book The Power Problem: How American Military Dominance Makes Us Less Safe, Less Prosperous,
and Less Free (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book
very ideal to you. The book The Power Problem: How American Military Dominance Makes Us Less Safe,
Less Prosperous, and Less Free (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jesse Hooker:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is The Power Problem: How American Military Dominance Makes
Us Less Safe, Less Prosperous, and Less Free (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) this e-book consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
study when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Antoinette Lefebre:

Beside this The Power Problem: How American Military Dominance Makes Us Less Safe, Less Prosperous,
and Less Free (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Power
Problem: How American Military Dominance Makes Us Less Safe, Less Prosperous, and Less Free (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times
have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if



you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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