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As President Bush is preparing to invade Iraq, Wall Street Journal correspondent Asra Nomani embarks on a
dangerous journey from Middle America to the Middle East to join more than two million fellow Muslims
on the hajj, the pilgrimage to Mecca required of all Muslims once in their lifetime. Mecca is Islam's most
sacred city and strictly off limits to non-Muslims. On a journey perilous enough for any American reporter,
Nomani is determined to take along her infant son, Shibli -- living proof that she, an unmarried Muslim
woman, is guilty of zina, or "illegal sex." If she is found out, the puritanical Islamic law of the Wahabbis in
Saudi Arabia may mete out terrifying punishment. But Nomani discovers she is not alone. She is following
in the four-thousand-year-old footsteps of another single mother, Hajar (known in the West as Hagar), the
original pilgrim to Mecca and mother of the Islamic nation.

Each day of her hajj evokes for Nomani the history of a different Muslim matriarch: Eve, from whom she
learns about sin and redemption; Hajar, the single mother abandoned in the desert who teaches her about
courage; Khadijah, the first benefactor of Islam and trailblazer for a Muslim woman's right to self-
determination; and Aisha, the favorite wife of the Prophet Muhammad and Islam's first female theologian.
Inspired by these heroic Muslim women, Nomani returns to America to confront the sexism and intolerance
in her local mosque and to fight for the rights of modern Muslim women who are tired of standing alone
against the repressive rules and regulations imposed by reactionary fundamentalists.

Nomani shows how many of the freedoms enjoyed centuries ago have been erased by the conservative brand
of Islam practiced today, giving the West a false image of Muslim women as veiled and isolated from the
world. Standing Alone in Mecca is a personal narrative, relating the modern-day lives of the author and other
Muslim women to the lives of those who came before, bringing the changing face of women in Islam into
focus through the unique lens of the hajj. Interweaving reportage, political analysis, cultural history, and
spiritual travelogue, this is a modern woman's jihad, offering for Westerners a never-before-seen look inside
the heart of Islam and the emerging role of Muslim women.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Strickland:

In other case, little folks like to read book Standing Alone (Plus). You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Standing Alone
(Plus). You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joshua Parsons:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get
a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Standing Alone
(Plus).

Johnny Grady:

Standing Alone (Plus) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing Standing Alone (Plus) although doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Joan Ortega:

Beside this particular Standing Alone (Plus) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Standing Alone (Plus) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often
have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from now!
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