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The invention of the cylinder phonograph at the end of the nineteenth century opened up a new world for
cultural research. Indeed, Edison's talking machine became one of the basic tools of anthropology. It not only
equipped researchers with the means of preserving folk songs but it also enabled them to investigate awide
spectrum of distinct vocal expressions in the emerging fields of anthropology and folklore. Ethnographers
grasped its huge potential and fanned out through regional Americato record rituals, stories, word lists, and
songsin isolated cultures.

From the outset the federal government helped fuel the momentum to record cultures that were at risk of
being lost. Through the Bureau of American Ethnology, the Smithsonian Institution took an active rolein
preserving native heritage. It supported projects to make phonographic documentation of American Indian
language, music, and rituals before devel oping technologies and national expansion might futher undermine
them.

This study of the early phonograph's impact shows traditional ethnography being transformed, for attitudes
of both ethnographers and performers were reshaped by this exciting technology. In the presence of the
phonograph both fieldwork and the materials collected were revolutionized. By radically atering the old
research modes, the phonograph brought the disciplines of anthropology and folklore into the modern era.

At first the instrument was as strange and new to the fieldworkers as it was to their subjects. To some the
first encounter with the phonograph was a deeply unsettling experience. When it was demonstrated in 1878
before members of the National Academy of Sciences, several members of the audience fainted. Even its
inventor was astonished. Of hisfirst successful test of histinfoil phonograph, Thomas A. Edison said, "I was
never taken so aback in my life."

The cylinders that have survived from these times offer an unrivaled resource not only for contemporary
scholarship but also for a grassroots renaissance of cultural and religious values. In tracing the historical
interplay of the talking machine with field research, A Spiral Way underscores the natural adaptablity of
cultural study to this new technology.
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From reader reviews:
Phyllis Baudoin:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y es, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
gpare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a
book called A Spiral Way: How the Phonograph Changed Ethnography? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Andrew Thompson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled A Spira Way: How the Phonograph Changed Ethnography your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The A Spiral Way: How the Phonograph Changed
Ethnography giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
datafor your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

William Burmeister:

With this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of the booksin the
top checklist in your reading list is usually A Spiral Way: How the Phonograph Changed Ethnography. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Nancy Steffen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is very
important and book asto be the point. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your current
teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims A Spiral Way: How the Phonograph
Changed Ethnography.
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