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American college campuses, where ideas are freely exchanged, contested, and above all uncensored, are
historical hotbeds of political and social turmoil. In the past decade alone, the media has carefully tracked the
controversy surrounding the speech of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at Columbia, the massacres
at Virginia Tech, the dismissal of Harvard’s President Lawrence Summers, and the lacrosse team rape case at
Duke, among others. No matter what the event, the conflicts that arise on our campuses can be viewed in
terms of constitutional principles, which either control or influence outcomes of these events. In turn,
constitutional principles are frequently shaped and forged by campus culture, creating a symbiotic
relationship in which constitutional values influence the nature of universities, which themselves influence
the nature of our constitutional values.

In The Constitution Goes to College, Rodney A. Smolla—a former dean and current university president
who is an expert on the First Amendment—deftly uses the American university as a lens through which to
view the Constitution in action. Drawing on landmark cases and conflicts played out on college campuses,
Smolla demonstrates how five key constitutional ideas—the living Constitution, the division between public
and private spheres, the distinction between rights and privileges, ordered liberty, and equality—are not only
fiercely contested on college campuses, but also dominate the shape and identity of American university life.

Ultimately, Smolla compellingly demonstrates that the American college community, like the Constitution,
is orderly and hierarchical yet intellectually free and open, a microcosm where these constitutional
dichotomies play out with heightened intensity.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Sessoms:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Constitution Goes to College: Five
Constitutional Ideas That Have Shaped the American University will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Patricia Coburn:

The book untitled The Constitution Goes to College: Five Constitutional Ideas That Have Shaped the
American University is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Constitution Goes to College:
Five Constitutional Ideas That Have Shaped the American University from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Steve Domingo:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book The Constitution Goes to College: Five Constitutional Ideas That
Have Shaped the American University was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Eugene Howard:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Constitution Goes to College:
Five Constitutional Ideas That Have Shaped the American University.
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