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“One man in histime plays many parts,
His acts being seven ages.”

In this illuminating, innovative biography, Jonathan Bate, one of today’ s most accomplished Shakespearean
scholars, has found afascinating new way to tell the story of the great dramatist. Using the Bard's own
immortal list of aman’s seven agesin As You Like It, Bate deduces the crucial events of Shakespeare'slife
and connects them to hisworld and work as never before.

Here is the author as an infant, born into aworld of plague and syphillis, diseases with which he became
closely familiar; as a schoolboy, a position he portrayed in The Merry Wives of Windsor, in which a clever,
cheeky lad named William learns Latin grammar; as alover, married at eighteen to an older woman already
pregnant, perhaps presaging Bassanio, who in The Merchant of Venice won awife who could save him from
financial ruin. Here, too, is Shakespeare as a soldier, writing Henry the Fifth’s St. Crispin’s Day speech, with
anod to his own monarch Elizabeth I’ s passionate addresses; as ajustice, revealing his possible legal

training in his precise use of the law in plays from Hamlet to Macbeth; and as a pantaloon, an early retiree
because of, Bate postulates, either illness or a scandal. Finally, Shakespeare enters oblivion, with sonnets that
suggest he actively sought immortality through his art and secretly helped shape his posthumous image more
than anyone ever knew.

Equal parts masterly detective story, brilliant literary analysis, and insightful world history, Soul of the Age
is more than a superb new recounting of Shakespeare’ s experiences; it isabold and entertaining work of

scholarship and speculation, one that shifts from past to present, reality to the imagination, to reveal how this
unsurpassed artist came to be.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Malissa Conlin:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Soul of the Age: A Biography of the Mind of William
Shakespeare can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Joshua Castillo:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
abook. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading areserve. The book Soul of the Age: A Biography of the Mind of William Shakespeare it is rather
good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can
mOore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
offers high quality.

Kay Newberry:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Soul of the Age: A Biography of the Mind of William Shakespeare the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get prior to. The Soul of the Age: A Biography of the Mind of William Shakespeare giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Steve Henry:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Soul of the Age: A Biography of the Mind of William Shakespeare wasfilled
about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some



people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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