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The sermon as crafted by the early New England preachers was the most prominent literary form of its day,
yet the earliest Puritan texts have as a rule been available only in rare-book collections. This anthology of
sermons of the first generation of preachers fills a serious gap in American literature. The preachers collected
here, the most widely published of their time, were among the eighty or more who emigrated to
Massachusetts Bay during the 1630s. They are John Cotton of Boston, Thomas Shepard of Cambridge, and
Thomas Hooker of Hartford, the three foremost "lights of the western churches," and two eminent
colleagues, Peter Bulkeley of Concord and John Davenport, first of New Haven and later of Boston.

The selections are chosen to be representative of the lengthy works from which they are drawn, to reflect the
major concerns and styles of the preachers' work as a whole, and to demonstrate the genre of the sermon as
developed by the early American Puritans. Not only does this anthology represent an important contribution
to literary history, but the sermons also illustrate a doctrine uniquely elaborated in this period—a consistent
and emphatic narrative, mythlike in its repetition and heroics, of the progress of the soul from a state of
nature to a state of salvation. This theme may be seen as a three-stage-development, although individual
sermons may vary. These stages—preparation, vocation, and regeneration—determine the order of the
selections.

The editors' introductory material supplies a comprehensive and thorough discussion of the early New
England sermons, concentrating on their role, history, structure, style, and subject matter. A separate essay
on the texts of the sermons describes the relationship between the early printed versions and their form as
delivered in the pulpit. The introduction preceding each selection presents original research on the historical
circumstances of the preaching and publication of the work from which the sermon is drawn. The editors
have also provided brief biographies of the preacfiers represented here, an annotated list of recommended
background reading, and the most exhaustive checklist available of authoritative editions of the sermons of
these five preachers.

This book will be useful to colonial specialists as well as to students of early American literature, religion,
and history. The texts are critically edited for readability, with modernized spelling and annotations of
unfamiliar phrases and allusions.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Streeter:

This Salvation in New England: Selections from the Sermons of the First Preachers book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. That Salvation in New England: Selections from the Sermons of the First Preachers without we
know teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Salvation in New England: Selections from the Sermons of the First Preachers can bring once you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Salvation in New England: Selections from the Sermons of the First Preachers having
fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Mike Hodges:

Here thing why this kind of Salvation in New England: Selections from the Sermons of the First Preachers
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the
content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Salvation in New England: Selections from
the Sermons of the First Preachers giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no book that similar with Salvation in New England: Selections from the Sermons of
the First Preachers. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of Salvation in New England: Selections from the Sermons of the First
Preachers in e-book can be your alternative.

Arnold Allison:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Salvation in New England: Selections from the Sermons of the First Preachers
provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Tara Winston:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Salvation in New England: Selections from the Sermons of the First Preachers



was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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