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This ground-breaking study is the first to employ modern international relations theory to place Roman
militarism and expansion of power within the broader Mediterranean context of interstate anarchy. Arthur M.
Eckstein challenges claims that Rome was an exceptionally warlike and aggressive state—not merely in
modern but in ancient terms—by arguing that intense militarism and aggressiveness were common among all
Mediterranean polities from ca 750 B.C. onwards.

In his wide-ranging and masterful narrative, Eckstein explains that international politics in the ancient
Mediterranean world was, in political science terms, a multipolar anarchy: international law was minimal,
and states struggled desperately for power and survival by means of warfare. Eventually, one state, the
Republic of Rome, managed to create predominance and a sort of peace. Rome was certainly a militarized
and aggressive state, but it was successful not because it was exceptional in its ruthlessness, Eckstein
convincingly argues; rather, it was successful because of its exceptional ability to manage a large network of
foreign allies, and to assimilate numerous foreigners within the polity itself. This book shows how these
characteristics, in turn, gave Rome incomparably large resources for the grim struggle of states fostered by
the Mediterranean anarchy—and hence they were key to Rome's unprecedented success.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McMillian:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Mediterranean Anarchy, Interstate War, and the
Rise of Rome (Hellenistic Culture and Society) publication written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
question Mediterranean Anarchy, Interstate War, and the Rise of Rome (Hellenistic Culture and Society) as
good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book
by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Dennis Johnson:

The book untitled Mediterranean Anarchy, Interstate War, and the Rise of Rome (Hellenistic Culture and
Society) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach.
The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item.
The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice go through.

Helen Green:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Mediterranean
Anarchy, Interstate War, and the Rise of Rome (Hellenistic Culture and Society) which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Stacey Thompson:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Mediterranean Anarchy, Interstate War, and the Rise of Rome (Hellenistic
Culture and Society) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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