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The world's oldest work of literature, the Epic of Gilgamesh recounts the adventures of the semimythical
Sumerian king of Uruk and his ultimately futile quest for immortality after the death of his friend and
companion, Enkidu, a wildman sent by the gods. Gilgamesh was deified by the Sumerians around 2500
BCE, and his tale as we know it today was codified in cuneiform tablets around 1750 BCE and continued to
influence ancient cultures-whether in specific incidents like a world-consuming flood or in its quest
structure-into Roman times. The epic was, however, largely forgotten, until the cuneiform tablets were
rediscovered in 1872 in the British Museum's collection of recently unearthed Mesopotamian artifacts. In the
decades that followed its translation into modern languages, the Epic of Gilgamesh has become a point of
reference throughout Western culture.

In Gilgamesh among Us, Theodore Ziolkowski explores the surprising legacy of the poem and its hero, as
well as the epic's continuing influence in modern letters and arts. This influence extends from Carl Gustav
Jung and Rainer Maria Rilke's early embrace of the epic's significance-"Gilgamesh is tremendous!" Rilke
wrote to his publisher's wife after reading it-to its appropriation since World War II in contexts as disparate
as operas and paintings, the poetry of Charles Olson and Louis Zukofsky, novels by John Gardner and Philip
Roth, and episodes of Star Trek: The Next Generation and Xena: Warrior Princess.

Ziolkowski sees fascination with Gilgamesh as a reflection of eternal spiritual values-love, friendship,
courage, and the fear and acceptance of death. Noted writers, musicians, and artists from Sweden to Spain,
from the United States to Australia, have adapted the story in ways that meet the social and artistic trends of
the times. The spirit of this capacious hero has absorbed the losses felt in the immediate postwar period and
been infused with the excitement and optimism of movements for gay rights, feminism, and environmental
consciousness. Gilgamesh is at once a seismograph of shifts in Western history and culture and a testament
to the verities and values of the ancient epic.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Kao:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Studying a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Gilgamesh among Us:
Modern Encounters with the Ancient Epic book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Anthony Alfaro:

The book Gilgamesh among Us: Modern Encounters with the Ancient Epic will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Gilgamesh among Us: Modern Encounters with
the Ancient Epic is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Michael Vines:

Beside that Gilgamesh among Us: Modern Encounters with the Ancient Epic in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Gilgamesh among Us: Modern Encounters with the Ancient Epic because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
read it from today!

Debra Treat:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely Gilgamesh among Us: Modern Encounters with the Ancient
Epic. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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