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Religion is a particularly useful field within which to study Roman self-definition, for the Romans
considered themselves to be the most religious of all peoples and ascribed their imperial success to their
religiosity. This study builds on the observation that the Romans were remarkably open to outside influences
to explore how installing foreign religious elements as part of their own religious system affected their
notions of what it meant to be Roman. The inclusion of so many foreign elements posed difficulties for
defining a sense of Romanness at the very moment when a territorial definition was becoming obsolete.
Using models drawn from anthropology, this book demonstrates that Roman religious activity beginning in
the middle Republic (early third century B.C.E.) contributed to redrawing the boundaries of Romanness. The
methods by which the Romans absorbed cults and priests and their development of practices in regard to
expiations and the celebration of ludi allowed them to recreate a clear sense of identity, one that could
include the peoples they had conquered. While this identity faced further challenges during the civil wars of
the Late Republic, the book suggests that Roman openness remained a vital part of their religious behavior
during this time. Foreign Cults in Rome concludes with a brief look at the reforms of the first emperor
Augustus, whose activity can be understood in light of Republican activity, and whose actions laid the
foundation for further adaptation under the Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

The book Foreign Cults in Rome: Creating a Roman Empire can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Foreign
Cults in Rome: Creating a Roman Empire? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Foreign Cults in Rome: Creating a Roman Empire has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Hughes:

The actual book Foreign Cults in Rome: Creating a Roman Empire has a lot of information on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

Harry Oliver:

Foreign Cults in Rome: Creating a Roman Empire can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Foreign Cults in Rome: Creating a
Roman Empire nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

William Kavanaugh:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book
Foreign Cults in Rome: Creating a Roman Empire. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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