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The cruiser HMAS Australia II and the Pacific War on Japan

In 1924, the grand old battle cruiser HMAS Australia I was sunk off Sydney Heads. Once she had been the
pride of the navy and the nation. She had saved Australia from an attack by a German squadron in the Pacific
in World War I.

But after the war she was obsolete, and a victim in the race to disarm after WWI. It was a day of national
mourning when they blew the bottom out of her; she went to her sea grave smothered in flowers and wreaths
sent from around the country.

Four years later, in 1928, the RAN acquired a new ship of the same name, the fast and modern heavy cruiser
HMAS Australia II. During the Depression of the early 30s the navy virtually rotted on the beach - until the
world so belatedly awoke to the menace of Hitler's Germany.

Australia saw her first action of World War II against the Vichy French, during the abortive 1940 attempt to
install the young General de Gaulle as free French leader in Dakar, West Africa. She patrolled the North
Atlantic on the lookout for German battleships and - in a feat of amazing seamanship - rescued the crew of a
downed RAF Coastal Command aircraft in the teeth of an Atlantic gale. She was later bombed by the
Luftwaffe in Liverpool.

Australia returned home to join the war against the Japanese, as the flagship of the RAN. Melbourne, Sydney
and Brisbane were flooded with Americans 'overpaid, oversexed and over here'. Many Australian servicemen
resented the Yanks and their magnetic attraction for the local girls. The so-called Battle of Brisbane in 1942
was two days and nights of out-of-control brawling and rioting, with the Americans on one side and the
Australians on the other. One Australian was killed, and dozens of other men were wounded. The whole
affair was heavily censored.

In March 1942, the ship was stunned by a murder. One night at sea a sailor, Stoker Riley, was found stabbed
and bleeding to death on the fo'c's'le. Before he died, he named his two attackers, fellow stokers Gordon and
Elias. They'd tried to kill him, he said, because he'd threatened to expose their homosexual activities in the
ship. At a hastily arranged court martial, Gordon and Elias were found guilty and sentenced to death under
British Admiralty law. That provoked a major constitutional row, because the death penalty did not apply in
Australia. Eventually they were reprieved.

Only weeks later Australia fought in the Battle of the Coral Sea near Papua New Guinea, the first sea battle
to stop the Japanese advance in the Pacific. She was heavily attacked and bombed from the air but, with
brilliant ship-handling, escaped unscathed.

That luck did not last. In 1944 she took part in the greatest sea fight of all time, the Battle of Leyte Gulf,
which returned the American General Douglas MacArthur to the Philippines. Australia was struck by a
kamikaze bomber, killing her captain and 28 other men.



The next year, 1945, she was hit again and again, by no fewer than four kamikaze planes on four successive
days, with another 44 men killed. She was, in fact, attacked by more kamikaze aircraft than any other allied
ship in WWII.

That ended her war. She retired gracefully, laden with battle honours, and was scrapped in 1956 - the last of
her name, for the navy no longer uses Australia for its ships.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Flagship: The
Cruiser HMAS Australia II and the Pacific War on Japan suitable to you? The particular book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled Flagship: The Cruiser HMAS Australia II and the Pacific War
on Japanis a single of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Arthur Walker:

This Flagship: The Cruiser HMAS Australia II and the Pacific War on Japan is new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Flagship: The Cruiser
HMAS Australia II and the Pacific War on Japan can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Jesica Simon:

You will get this Flagship: The Cruiser HMAS Australia II and the Pacific War on Japan by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Leah Humphries:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Flagship: The Cruiser HMAS
Australia II and the Pacific War on Japan to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open



up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Flagship: The Cruiser HMAS Australia II and the Pacific
War on Japan can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of that time.
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