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The story of the Adam Joseph Lewis Center at Oberlin College--the first
substantially green building to be built on a college campus--encompasses more than
the particulars of one building. In Design on the Edge, David Orr writes about the
planning and design of Oberlin's environmental studies building as part of a larger
story about the art and science of ecological design and the ability of institutions
of higher learning themselves to learn.The Lewis Center, which has attracted
worldwide attention as a model of ecological design, operates according to
environmental principles. It is powered entirely by solar energy, features
landscaping with fruit trees and vegetable gardens, and houses a Living Machine,
which processes all wastewater for reuse in the building or landscape. Orr puts the
Lewis Center into historical design context and describes the obstacles and
successes he encountered in obtaining funds and college approval, interweaving the
particulars of the center with thoughts on the larger environmental and societal
issues the building process illustrates.Equal parts analysis, personal reflection,
and call to action, Design on the Edge illustrates the process of institutional
change, institutional learning, and the political economy of design. It describes
how the idea of the Lewis Center originated and was translated into reality with the
help of such environmental visionaries as William McDonough and John Todd, and how
the building has performed since its completion.College and university
administrators will spend 17 billion dollars on new buildings over the next few
years. Design on the Edge is essential reading for architects, planners, and
environmentalists who need to sell the innovations of ecological design to wary
institutions, and for educators and students whose profession is undermined by the
very buildings they work in--and for anyone who has ever tried to change an
organization for the better.
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From reader reviews:

Carlee Smith:

The particular book Design on the Edge: The Making of a High-Performance Building has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Leroy Mallett:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be read. Design on
the Edge: The Making of a High-Performance Building can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short extra time problems.

Robert Poulin:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Design on the Edge: The Making of a
High-Performance Building is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Amy Osburn:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
called of book Design on the Edge: The Making of a High-Performance Building. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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