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Considers the problems of sovereignty through the work of Rousseau, Arendt, Foucault, Agamben, and
Derrida.

Following up on the fables and stories surrounding political sovereignty—once theological, now often
nationalist—Peter Gratton’s The State of Sovereignty takes aim at the central concepts surrounding the post-
9/11 political environment. Against those content to conceptualize what has been called the “sovereign
exception,” Gratton argues that sovereignty underwent profound changes during modernity, changes tracked
by Rousseau, Arendt, Foucault, Agamben, and Derrida. Each of these thinkers investigated the “fictions” and
“illusions” of claims to sovereign omnipotence, while outlining what would become the preeminent
problems of racism, nationalism, and biopower. Gratton illustrates the principal claims that tie these
philosophers together and, more importantly, what lessons they offer, perhaps in spite of themselves, for
those thinking about the future of politics. His innovative readings will open new ground for new and
longtime readers of these philosophers alike, while confronting how their critiques of sovereignty reshape
our conceptions of identity, freedom, and selfhood. The result not only fills a long-standing need for an up-
to-date analysis of the concept of sovereignty but is also a tour de force engaging readers in the most
important political and philosophical questions today.

“Gratton’s methodological rigour in reconstructing each pathway is a great strength of the book … This is a
very pedagogical book, full of lessons in the way it treats each of the authors under discussion. It is therefore
a good graduate student text, and for each discussed author the book makes significant contributions to
current scholarship.” — Philosophy in Review

“Drawing on eminent thinkers including Boulainvilliers, Rousseau, Arendt, Foucault, Agamben, and
Derrida, Gratton … provides a novel synthesis. He concludes that for those who believe in freedom and
democracy, questioning rather than resigning to sovereignty as it presents itself is essential. The book reflects
some of Gratton’s earlier published work and further attests to his facility with French political thought …
Gratton’s discussion overall is penetrable and stimulating.” — CHOICE

Peter Gratton is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Memorial University of Newfoundland and the coeditor
(with John Panteleimon Manoussakis) of Traversing the Imaginary: Richard Kearney and the Postmodern
Challenge.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Gagne:

The book The State of Sovereignty: Lessons from the Political Fictions of Modernity (SUNY series in
Contemporary French Thought) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The State of Sovereignty: Lessons
from the Political Fictions of Modernity (SUNY series in Contemporary French Thought) to be your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a reserve The State of Sovereignty: Lessons
from the Political Fictions of Modernity (SUNY series in Contemporary French Thought). Kinds of book are
a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Margaret Boyer:

This book untitled The State of Sovereignty: Lessons from the Political Fictions of Modernity (SUNY series
in Contemporary French Thought) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Lawrence Seay:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The State of Sovereignty: Lessons from
the Political Fictions of Modernity (SUNY series in Contemporary French Thought) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The State of
Sovereignty: Lessons from the Political Fictions of Modernity (SUNY series in Contemporary French
Thought) become your starter.

Aimee Buffington:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The State of Sovereignty: Lessons
from the Political Fictions of Modernity (SUNY series in Contemporary French Thought) e-book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read
the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your



own hunger then you still skepticism The State of Sovereignty: Lessons from the Political Fictions of
Modernity (SUNY series in Contemporary French Thought) as good book not just by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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