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Fergus Hume's sensational novel The Mystery of a Hansom Cab is Australia's original blockbuster and
international best-selling crime novel.

This edition for the first time reproduces the text of the original Melbourne edition printed by Kemp and
Boyce in 1886. Other reprints have relied on later versions in which local details are ommitted and language
is bowdlerised. It includes an introduction by Simon Caterson.

First published in 1886, The Mystery of a Hansom Cab was an overnight sensation, selling hundreds of
thousands of copies around the world and being translated into eleven languages. Over a century later, it has
lost none of its page-turning power.

Set in the charming and deadly streets of Melbourne, this vivid and brilliantly plotted murder thriller tells the
story of a crime committed by an unknown assassin. With its panoramic depiction of a bustling yet uneasy
city, Hansom Cab has a central place in Australian literary history and, more importantly, it remains highly
readable.

Fergus Hume was born in England in 1859. His family soon emigrated to New Zealand, where Hume
qualified as a lawyer. He was admitted to the bar in 1885 and moved to Melbourne in the same year.
Desperate to become a playwright but having no success, Hume decided to write a murder novel instead.
When he couldn't find a publisher for The Mystery of a Hansom Cab he published it himself. It was a
sensation and soon sold over twenty thousand copies in Melbourne.

Simon Caterson is a Melbourne-based freelance writer and the author of Hoax Nation: Australian Fakes
and Frauds from Plato to Norma Khouri.

textclassics.com.au

'One of the hundred best crime novels of all time.' Sunday Telegraph

'Fiendishly cunning.' Shane Maloney

'Australia's original blockbuster is back in print. Written more than 100 years ago, this murder mystery sold
hundreds of thousands of copies around the world...It will give you a sense of Melbourne's history - you'll
hear the hansoms rattling down Collins Street for weeks afterwards.' Herald Sun

'This novel was a phenomenal success when it was first published in Melbourne in 1886 and it became an
international bestseller - It's easy to see why. The plot sweeps through unexpected twists and turns...and the
suspense is maintained to the end. Most appealing...is the wonderful flavour of 1880s Melbourne, from the
gaslit glamour of the Collins Street "block" to the hideous squalor of the slum alleys off Little Bourke
Street...A splendidly romantic melodrama, full of period charm, and Victorian sentiment...The Mystery of a
Hansom Cab is not only a classic but hugely enjoyable as well.' West Australian
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From reader reviews:

Tracey Egan:

This The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics can be among the
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Mystery Of A
Hansom Cab: Text Classics forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Evelyn Nielson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
looking at a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The
Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

Sharron Marty:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of several books in the top list in your reading list is usually The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab:
Text Classics. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Floy Knowles:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book The Mystery Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics we can get more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The Mystery
Of A Hansom Cab: Text Classics. You can more appealing than now.
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