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After 150 years the Civil War is still our greatest national drama, at once heroic, tragic, and epic-our Iliad,
but also our Bible, a story of sin and judgment, suffering and despair, death and resurrection in a"new birth
of freedom.” Drawn from letters, diaries, speeches, articles, poems, songs, military reports, legal opinions,
and memoirs, The Civil War: The First Year gathers over 120 pieces by more than sixty participants to create
aunique firsthand narrative of this great historical crisis. Beginning on the eve of Lincoln's election in
November 1860 and ending in January 1862 with the appointment of Edwin M. Stanton as secretary of war,
this volume presents writing by figures well-known-Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, Mary Chesnut,
Frederick Douglass, and Lincoln himself among them-and less familiar, like proslavery advocate J.D.B.
DeBow, Lieutenants Charles B. Haydon of the 2nd Michigan Infantry and Henry Livermore Abbott of the
20th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment, and plantation mistresses Catherine Edmondston of North
Carolinaand Kate Stone of Mississippi. Together, the selections provide a powerful sense of the immediacy,
uncertainty, and urgency of events as the nation was torn asunder. Includes headnotes, a chronology of
events, biographical and explanatory endnotes, full-color hand-drawn endpaper maps, and an index.
Companion volumes will gather writings from the second, third, and final years of the conflict.
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From reader reviews:
Dale Hollander:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move, shopping,
or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Civil War: The First Y ear
Told by Those Who Lived It: (Library of America#212)? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

DennisBryant:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Civil War: The First Year Told by Those Who Lived It: (Library of America
#212) will give you new experience in examining a book.

Michad Turner:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to your account is The Civil War: The First Year Told by Those Who Lived It: (Library
of America#212) this guide consist alot of the information of the condition of thisworld now. This specific
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The diaect styles that writer value to explainitis
easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book
appropriate al of you.

Laura Enriquez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. Thisbook The Civil War: The First Y ear Told by Those Who
Lived It: (Library of America#212) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book The Civil War: The First Year Told by Those Who Lived It: (Library of America#212) has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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