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Gratitude is often understood as etiquette rather than ethics, an emotion rather than politics. It was not always
so. From Seneca to Shakespeare, gratitude was a public virtue. The circle of benefaction and return of
service worked to make society strong. But at the beginning of the modern era, European thinkers began to
imagine a political economy freed from the burdens of gratitude. Though this rethinking was part of a larger
process of secularization, it was also a distorted byproduct of an impulse ultimately rooted in the teachings of
Jesus and the apostle Paul. Christians believed that God stood at the center of the circle of gratitude. God was
the object of thanksgiving and God gave graciously. Thus, Christians taught that grace cancelled the
oppressive debts of a purely political gratitude. Gratitude: An Intellectual History examines changing
conceptions of gratitude from Homer to the present. In so doing, Peter J. Leithart highlights the profound
cultural impact of early Christian “ingratitude,” the release of humankind from the bonds of social and
political reciprocity by a benevolent God who gave—and who continues to give—graciously.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Gratitude: An Intellectual History. Try to stumble through
book Gratitude: An Intellectual History as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Joseph Anderson:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Gratitude: An Intellectual History. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Gratitude: An
Intellectual History. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able
to open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary
to go to the library. Let's learn.

Brad Hawkes:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Gratitude: An Intellectual
History book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Sena Meyer:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Gratitude: An Intellectual History as
well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those books
are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Gratitude: An Intellectual History to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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