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Courting the Abyss updates the philosophy of free expression for a world that is very different from the one
in which it originated. The notion that a free society should allow Klansmen, neo-Nazis, sundry extremists,
and pornographers to spread their doctrines as freely as everyone else has come increasingly under fire. At
the same time, in the wake of 9/11, the Right and the Left continue to wage war over the utility of an
absolute vision of free speech in a time of increased national security. Courting the Abyss revisits the tangled
history of free speech, finding resolutions to these debates hidden at the very roots of the liberal tradition.

A mesmerizing account of the role of public communication in the Anglo-American world, Courting the
Abyss shows that liberty's earliest advocates recognized its fraternal relationship with wickedness and evil.
While we understand freedom of expression to mean "anything goes," John Durham Peters asks why its
advocates so often celebrate a sojourn in hell and the overcoming of suffering. He directs us to such well-
known sources as the prose and poetry of John Milton and the political and philosophical theory of John
Locke, Adam Smith, John Stuart Mill, and Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., as well as lesser-known sources such
as the theology of Paul of Tarsus. In various ways they all, he shows, envisioned an attitude of self-mastery
or self-transcendence as a response to the inevitable dangers of free speech, a troubled legacy that continues
to inform ruling norms about knowledge, ethical responsibility, and democracy today.

A world of gigabytes, undiminished religious passion, and relentless scientific discovery calls for a fresh
account of liberty that recognizes its risk and its splendor. Instead of celebrating noxious doctrine as proof of
society's robustness, Courting the Abyss invites us to rethink public communication today by looking more
deeply into the unfathomable mystery of liberty and evil.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Courting the Abyss: Free Speech and the Liberal Tradition.

Michael Kruger:

The actual book Courting the Abyss: Free Speech and the Liberal Tradition has a lot details on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
The author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Dennis Ross:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is actually Courting the Abyss: Free Speech and the Liberal Tradition. This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Rhonda Lanham:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Courting the Abyss: Free Speech
and the Liberal Tradition to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a
book and read it. Beside that the publication Courting the Abyss: Free Speech and the Liberal Tradition can
to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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