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"It is impossible / That any clerk wol speke good of wyves." Behind the words of Chaucer's Wife of Bath lies
a vast corpus of medieval misogynistic writings. These texts, which range from those of the Church Fathers
to a rich array of vernacular literature, have had a profound effect on the status of women in the West.
Despite the recent surge of investigations into women's situation, however, no one book has sought to collect
the key voices of medieval antifeminism, let alone to present the voices sometimes raised, even at that epoch,
in defence of women. This new volume meets the urgent need for a single and substantial sourcebook of
these materials in modern translation, including an introduction, notes, and commentary. The accessibility of
the better-known texts here (from Jerome to Walter Map; from Héloise and Abelard to Christine de Pizan
and Chaucer) will be welcomed by those engaged in medieval and women's studies; the lesser-known
writings concerning, for instance, the sexual "double standard", and women and the priesthood, will provide
unexpected discoveries for specialists and beginners alike. The book also features a surprising range of early
texts championing women--including material never previously available in translation.
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From reader reviews:

William Manwaring:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Woman Defamed and Woman Defended:
An Anthology of Medieval Texts will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Harriet Dupree:

The ability that you get from Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts is
the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An
Anthology of Medieval Texts giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts instantly.

Dennis Gaines:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Woman Defamed and Woman
Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An
Anthology of Medieval Texts become your current starter.

Ronda Powers:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Woman Defamed and Woman Defended: An Anthology of Medieval Texts can be your answer because it
can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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