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In the year 1000, the economy of the Middle East was at least as advanced as that of Europe. But by 1800,
the region had fallen dramatically behind--in living standards, technology, and economic institutions. In
short, the Middle East had failed to modernize economically as the West surged ahead. What caused this
long divergence? And why does the Middle East remain drastically underdeveloped compared to the West?
In The Long Divergence, one of the world's leading experts on Islamic economic institutions and the
economy of the Middle East provides a new answer to these long-debated questions.

Timur Kuran argues that what slowed the economic development of the Middle East was not colonialism or
geography, still less Muslim attitudes or some incompatibility between Islam and capitalism. Rather, starting
around the tenth century, Islamic legal institutions, which had benefitted the Middle Eastern economy in the
early centuries of Islam, began to act as a drag on development by slowing or blocking the emergence of
central features of modern economic life--including private capital accumulation, corporations, large-scale
production, and impersonal exchange. By the nineteenth century, modern economic institutions began to be
transplanted to the Middle East, but its economy has not caught up. And there is no quick fix today. Low
trust, rampant corruption, and weak civil societies--all characteristic of the region's economies today and all
legacies of its economic history--will take generations to overcome.

The Long Divergence opens up a frank and honest debate on a crucial issue that even some of the most
ardent secularists in the Muslim world have hesitated to discuss.
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From reader reviews:

Randolph Dilworth:

This The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a
lot of information you will get. This specific The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle
East without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't be worry The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East can bring if you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Thomas Burke:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back
the Middle East is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Anthony Jones:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. The Long Divergence: How Islamic Law Held Back the Middle East can be
your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Benjamin Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The Long Divergence: How Islamic
Law Held Back the Middle East.
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