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Temporary agencies place approximately two and a half million people in jobs each day in the United States.
Every year, about twelve million people use these placement agencies to find temporary work. Many
Americans, even those who desire permanent jobs, decide to enter the labor market through the portal of
temporary agencies. Compared with the post-World War II era, when it was a marginal labor practice,
temporary employment is today an entrenched feature of jobs and labor markets. How have temporary
employment relationships become so widespread and normalized?

In The Good Temp, Vicki Smith and Esther B. Neuwirth provide some novel answers to this question. Their
provocative analysis is based on an insider's view of the interior dynamics of a temporary help agency in
Silicon Valley. It incorporates a historical perspective on the rise of the temporary help service industry.
Smith and Neuwirth document how this powerful industry not only created a new market for temporary labor
but also played a fundamental role in the erosion of the permanent employment model. They analyze how
agencies themselves came to manufacture and market this reinvented product-the good temp, an employee
who is effective and efficient, committed, and sometimes preferable to a permanent staff member.

Joining extensive participant observation data with historical analysis, The Good Temp contains some
surprising findings about temporary employment today and fills a significant gap in our understanding of this
important labor relationship.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Good Temp will make you to become
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Elnora Perry:

This The Good Temp are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
The Good Temp can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this The Good Temp giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Jennifer Games:

The book with title The Good Temp includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Christopher Wilkerson:

You can find this The Good Temp by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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