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This volume provides an challenging and controversial explanation of the recent events in Russia. It
examines the causes, processes, and consequences of Russia's recent political development. Drawing on, and
criticizing the existing literature, the book also shows how the recent Russian experience casts light on
general theories of revolution and comparative political developments. The transformation in Russia is
usually compared with transformations in other
post-communist countries. The authors argue that the Russian transformation should be explained in the
logic of the great revolutions of the past such as the English Civil War, the French Revolution, and the
Bolshevik Revolution.

The difficulties and inconsistency of Russian reforms are usually explained as a result of mistakes made by
reformers. This book argues, however, that these problems should be considered as a natural consequence of
the 'weak state'. In revolution the weakness of state power is inevitable (resulting from social fragmentation,
property rights transformation, changes in the interests of different social groups). Hence, the authors argue
that most of the transitional problems in Russia were
unavoidable. The authors go on to argue that revolutions are usually considered as rapid change made
through violence. However, the spontaneous character of change in the situation of a weak state is a much
more important feature of any revolution than violence.

The book contains unique interviews with four leaders of the Russian transformation - Mikhail Gorbachev,
Alexander Yakovlev, Yegor Gaidar, and Gennadii Burbulis - as well as the personal experience of the
authors, who were deeply involved in the practical process of Russian transformation.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Challenge of Revolution:
Contemporary Russia in Historical Perspective is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Timothy Duchene:

This The Challenge of Revolution: Contemporary Russia in Historical Perspective usually are reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Challenge of Revolution:
Contemporary Russia in Historical Perspective can be one of many great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your
before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Challenge of Revolution: Contemporary
Russia in Historical Perspective giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Doris Snell:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is definitely The Challenge of Revolution: Contemporary Russia in Historical Perspective.

Anna Hart:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Challenge of Revolution: Contemporary Russia in
Historical Perspective can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The
Challenge of Revolution: Contemporary Russia in Historical Perspective.
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