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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
1,0, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (Fachbereich Angewandte Sprach- und Kulturwissenschaft),
course: The Twenties in the United States: Social Change, Popular Culture and Literary Representations, 16
entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The purpose of this paper is to provide a short but
comprehensive overview of the new types of media – tabloids, magazines, radio, and motion pictures – that
originated in the United States in the 1920s.
The emergence of those mass media went along with the emergence of a new mass culture. It is therefore
necessary to take a look at the social, economic, and political context of the period at first. Then the various
forms of media will be considered individually and examined with regard to their impact, both positive and
negative, on American society. In doing so, it will become evident that the press, radio, and cinema of the
time did not only reflect but also shape American popular culture towards a cosmopolitan, yet increasingly
uniform point of view. The 1920s are commonly depicted as a decade of technological and scientific
innovations, prosperity and entertainment, bootleggers and flappers, sports heroes and silent movie stars, hot
jazz and the Charleston. Today, these keywords have taken on a rather romantic tinge of adventure.
However, it must not be forgotten that the developments and achievements respectively which marked the
1920s were preceded and accompanied by profound social, economic, and cultural changes. Immigration and
race, organized crime and prohibition, sexual morality and gender were the crucial issues on top of the
agenda then. The United States experienced a fundamental shift in moral values and patterns of thought as it
was moving from a rural, traditionalist culture to a far more permissive urban culture.
Before 1900, social and moral standards in the United States were based on the traditional Puritan beliefs in
“self-help, hard work, thrift, and personal sobriety” (Goldberg 2003, 83). Those principles, which had been
introduced by the early immigrants from Northern and Middle Europe, were represented by the majority
classes of farmers and merchants. Guidelines on family and community life were set by trustworthy
authorities, such as preachers, teachers, mayors, or judges.
At the turn of the century, industrialization brought about a major demographic shift from the country to the
city, which was followed by a cultural rural-urban divide, i. e. the rural population lost its dominance to an
ever increasing urban majority of industrial workers, non-European immigrants, and big businessmen.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Mendoza:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Mass media in the 1920s?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Frank Ouellette:

This Mass media in the 1920s is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
information accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Mass media in the 1920s in your hand
like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Elizabeth Brown:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book Mass media in the 1920s was filled regarding science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Jodi Dunn:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Mass media in the 1920s was multi-colored and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Mass media in the 1920s has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
which.
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