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In 1877, the American Humane Society was formed as the national organization for animal and child
protection. Thirty years later, there were 354 anticruelty organizations chartered in the United States, nearly
200 of which were similarly invested in the welfare of both humans and animals. In The Rights of the
Defenseless, Susan J. Pearson seeks to understand the institutional, cultural, legal, and political significance
of the perceived bond between these two kinds of helpless creatures, and the attempts made to protect them.

Unlike many of today’s humane organizations, those Pearson follows were delegated police powers to make
arrests and bring cases of cruelty to animals and children before local magistrates. Those whom they
prosecuted were subject to fines, jail time, and the removal of either animal or child from their possession.
Pearson explores the limits of and motivation behind this power and argues that while these reformers
claimed nothing more than sympathy with the helpless and a desire to protect their rights, they turned
“cruelty” into a social problem, stretched government resources, and expanded the state through private
associations. The first book to explore these dual organizations and their storied history, The Rights of the
Defenseless will appeal broadly to reform-minded historians and social theorists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Byrd:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded
Age America. Try to stumble through book The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children
in Gilded Age America as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Robert Qualls:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Rights of the
Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age America suitable to you? The particular book
was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting
Animals and Children in Gilded Age Americais one of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Kelly Livingston:

Exactly why? Because this The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age
America is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again
or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such
as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Becky Duncan:

Beside this particular The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age
America in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Rights of the Defenseless:
Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age America because this book offers for your requirements



readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from
currently!
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