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On April 23, 1943, the seventy-man crew of the USS Grenadier scrambled to save their submarine—and
themselves—after a Japanese aerial torpedo sent it crashing to the ocean floor. Miraculously, the men were
able to bring the sub back to the surface, only to be captured by the Japanese.

No Ordinary Joes tells the harrowing story of four of the Grenadier’s crew: Bob Palmer of Medford,
Oregon; Chuck Vervalin of Dundee, New York; Tim McCoy of Dallas, Texas; and Gordy Cox of Yakima,
Washington. All were enlistees from families that struggled through the Great Depression. The lure of
service and duty to country were not their primary motivations—they were more compelled by the promise
of a job that provided “three hots and a cot” and a steady paycheck. On the day they were captured, all four
were still teenagers.

Together, the men faced unimaginable brutality at the hands of their captors in a prisoner of war camp. With
no training in how to respond in the face of relentless interrogations and with less than a cup of rice per day
for sustenance, each man created his own strategy for survival. When the liberation finally came, all four
anticipated a triumphant homecoming to waiting families, loved ones, and wives, but instead were forced to
find a new kind of strength as they struggled to resume their lives in a world that had given them up for dead,
and with the aftershocks of an experience that haunted and colored the rest of their days.

Author Larry Colton brings the lives of these four “ordinary” heroes into brilliant focus. Theirs is a story of
tragedy and courage, romance and war, loss and endurance, failure and redemption. With a scope both
panoramic and disarmingly intimate, No Ordinary Joes is a powerful look at the atrocities of war, the reality
of its aftermath, and the restorative power of love.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be study. No Ordinary Joes: The Extraordinary True Story of Four Submariners in War
and Love and Life can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short free time
problems.

Marina Rutt:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book No Ordinary Joes: The Extraordinary True Story of Four
Submariners in War and Love and Life was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book No Ordinary Joes: The Extraordinary True Story of Four Submariners in War and Love and Life has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in
which.

Alexander Snider:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this No Ordinary Joes: The Extraordinary True Story of Four Submariners in
War and Love and Life can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Jamila Coles:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book No Ordinary Joes: The Extraordinary True Story of Four Submariners in War and Love
and Life we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person
must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life at this book No Ordinary Joes: The Extraordinary True Story of Four Submariners in War
and Love and Life. You can more desirable than now.
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