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The Roaring Twenties in New York was a time of exuberant ambition, free-flowing optimism, an explosion
of artistic expression in the age of Prohibition. New York was the city that embodied the spirit and strength
of a newly powerful America. 

In 1924, in the vibrant heart of Manhattan, a fierce rivalry was born.  Two architects, William Van Alen and
Craig Severance (former friends and successful partners, but now bitter adversaries), set out to imprint their
individual marks on the greatest canvas in the world--the rapidly evolving skyline of New York City.  Each
man desired to build the city’s tallest building, or ‘skyscraper.’ Each would stop at nothing to outdo his rival.

Van Alen was a creative genius who envisioned a bold, contemporary building that would move beyond the
tired architecture of the previous century.  By a stroke of good fortune he found a larger-than-life patron in
automobile magnate Walter Chrysler, and they set out to build the legendary Chrysler building.  Severance,
by comparison, was a brilliant businessman, and he tapped his circle of downtown, old-money investors to
begin construction on the Manhattan Company Building at 40 Wall Street. 

From ground-breaking to bricklaying, Van Alen and Severance fought a cunning duel of wills. Each man
was forced to revamp his architectural design in an attempt to push higher, to overcome his rival in mid-
construction, as the structures rose, floor by floor, in record time.  Yet just as the battle was underway, a third
party entered the arena and announced plans to build an even larger building.  This project would be
overseen by one of Chrysler’s principal rivals--a representative of the General Motors group--and the
building ultimately became known as The Empire State Building.
Infused with narrative thrills and perfectly rendered historical and engineering detail, Higher brings to life a
sensational episode in American history. Author Neal Bascomb interweaves characters such as Al Smith and
Governor Franklin Delano Roosevelt, leading up to an astonishing climax that illustrates one of the most
ingenious (and secret) architectural achievements of all time.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

The guide untitled Higher: A Historic Race to the Sky and the Making of a City is the publication that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot
of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of Higher: A Historic Race to the Sky and the Making of a City from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Fabiola Stewart:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Higher: A Historic Race to the Sky and the
Making of a City guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Higher: A Historic Race to
the Sky and the Making of a City as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one book
that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Geneva Ricks:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Higher: A Historic Race to the Sky and the Making of a City this e-book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Terry Tatum:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Higher: A Historic Race to the Sky and the Making
of a City as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other
book likes Higher: A Historic Race to the Sky and the Making of a City to make your spare time



considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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