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While it has often been recognised that the development of Christian orthodoxy was stimulated by the
speculations of those who are now called heretics, it is still widely assumed that their contribution was
merely catalytic, that they called forth the exposition of what the main church already believed but had not
yet been required to formulate.

This book maintains that scholars have underrated the constructive role of these "heretical" speculations in
the evolution of dogma, showing that salient elements in the doctrines of the fall, the Trinity and the union of
God and man in Christ derive from teachings that were initially rejected by the main church. Mark Edwards
also reveals how authors who epitomised orthodoxy in their own day sometimes favoured teachings which
were later considered heterodox, and that their doctrines underwent radical revision before they became a
fixed element of orthodoxy.

The first half of the volume discusses the role of Gnostic theologians in the formation of catholic thought;
the second half will offer an unfashionable view of the controversies which gave rise to the councils of
Nicaea, Ephesus and Chalcedon . Many of the theories advanced here have not been broached elsewhere, and
no synthesis on this scale had been attempted by other scholars. While this book proposes a revision in the
scholarly perception of early Christendom, it also demonstrates the essential unity of the tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Mobley:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is usually Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church.

Patricia Sax:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get prior to. The Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church giving you another experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Michael Albright:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

David Whetstone:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's internal or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not
important, boring and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church can
make you sense more interested to read.
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