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For decades, the rational actor model served as the preferred guide for U.S. deterrence policy. It has been a
convenient and comforting guide because it requires little detailed knowledge of an opponent’s unique
decision-making process and yet typically provides confident generalizations about how deterrence works.
The model tends to postulate common decision-making parameters across the globe to reach generalizations
about how deterrence will function and the types of forces that will be "stabilizing" or "destabilizing." Yet a
broad spectrum of unique factors can influence an opponent’s perceptions and his calculations, and these are
not easily captured by the rational actor model. The absence of uniformity means there can be very few
deterrence generalizations generated by the use of the rational actor model that are applicable to the entire
range of opponents.

Understanding Deterrence considers how factors such as psychology, history, religion, ideology, geography,
political structure, culture, proliferation and geopolitics can shape a leadership’s decision-making process, in
ways that are specific and unique to each opponent. Understanding Deterrence demonstrates how using a
multidisciplinary approach to deterrence analysis can better identify and assess factors that influence an
opponent’s decision-making process. This identification and assessment process can facilitate the tailoring of
deterrence strategies to specific purposes and result in a higher likelihood of success than strategies guided
by the generalizations about opponent decision-making typically contained in the rational actor model.

This book was published as a special issue of Comparative Strategy.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Ortiz:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Understanding
Deterrence suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Understanding Deterrenceis the one of several books this everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Pearl Norris:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the guide untitled Understanding Deterrence can be excellent book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

James Daniels:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Understanding Deterrence your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
previous to. The Understanding Deterrence giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Christopher Dixon:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Understanding Deterrence is simple
bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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