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For thefirst timein English, a catalog of the world through fourteenth-century Arab eyes—akind of
Schott’s Miscellany for the Islamic Golden Age

An astonishing record of the knowledge of acivilization, The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition
catalogs everything known to exist from the perspective of afourteenth-century Egyptian scholar and
litterateur. More than 9,000 pages and thirty volumes—here abridged to one volume, and translated into
English for the first time—it contains entries on everything from medieval moon-worshipping cults, sexual
aphrodisiacs, and the substance of clouds, to how to get the smell of alcohol off on€e's breath, the
deliciousness of cheese made from buffalo milk, and the nesting habits of flamingos.

Similar works by Western authors, including Pliny’s Natural History, have been available in English for
centuries. This groundbreaking translation of a remarkable Arabic text—expertly abridged and
annotated—offers alook at the world through the highly literary and impressively knowledgeable societies
of the classical Islamic world. Meticulously arranged and delightfully eclectic, it is a compendium to be
treasured—a true monument of erudition.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:
Katie Martinez:

The ability that you get from The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge
from the Classical Islamic World could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The
Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical Islamic World
giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makesit easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific The
Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical Islamic World
instantly.

Colleen Harman:

The actual book The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition; A Compendium of Knowledge from the
Classical Islamic World will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
describe theideais very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you.
The book The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical
Islamic World is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Jonathan Carney:

The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical Islamic
World can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of
Knowledge from the Classical 1slamic World but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Edna Davis:

This The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical
Islamic World is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but



difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of
Erudition: A Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical |slamic World in your hand like having the
world inyour arm, factsin it isnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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