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As Americans seem bent on dismantling the safety net of the New Deal era, the most popular version of the
culture wars' thesis paints an arguably cosmic battle between defenders of religious orthodoxy who embrace
laissez-faire capitalism and secular elites who have imposed a Marxist welfare state upon an unsuspecting
populace. Walsh shows that this thesis ignores the role of religious leaders in legitimizing the types of
programs embodied in America's approach to the welfare state.

Walsh explores the arguments of William Jennings Bryan, America's foremost fundamentalist who opposed
the Social Darwinism often associated with the defense of laissez-faire capitalism, John Ryan, the Catholic
priest whose writings foreshadowed Roosevelt's New Deal legislation, Reinhold Niebuhr, the influential
mainstream Protestant leader who defended America's Cold War strategy of containment while opposing
laissez-faire capitalism, and the arguments of influential African American Protestant and Jewish leaders.
Finally he looks at the role of religious leaders in the contemporary debates over issues such as health care
and welfare reform. Whenever possible, the relationship between the official views of the religious leaders is
analyzed in light of the opinions and voting patterns of their constituents. The opinions and voting patterns of
secular Americans are also contrasted to those of religious Americans. Of particular interest to scholars,
students, and general readers concerned with the role of religion in American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Garcia:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Religion, Economics, and Public
Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars had been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The publication Religion, Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the
Contemporary Culture Wars is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship together with the book Religion, Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and
Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Geraldine Moreno:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Religion,
Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars which
is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Robert Carroll:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely Religion, Economics, and Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and
Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get
you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Jason Probst:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Religion, Economics, and
Public Policy: Ironies, Tragedies, and Absurdities of the Contemporary Culture Wars.
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