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More than any other European city, Baroque Naples was dominated by convents. Behind their imposing
facades and highly decorated churches, the convents of Naples housed the daughters of the citys most
exclusive families, women who, despite their cloistered existence, were formidable players in the citys power
structure. Invisible City vividly portrays the religious world of seventeenth-century Naples, a city of familial
and internecine rivalries, of religious devotion and intense urban politics, of towering structures built to
house the virgin daughters of the aristocracy. Helen Hills demonstrates how the architecture of the convents
and the nuns bodies they housed existed both in parallel and in opposition to one another. She discusses these
women as subjects of enclosure, as religious women, and as art patrons, but also as powerful agents whose
influence extended beyond the convent walls. Though often ensconced in convents owing to their families
economic circumstances, many of these young women were able to extend their influence as a result of the
role convents played both in urban life and in art patronage. The convents were rich and powerful
organizations, riven with feuds and prey to the ambitions of viceregal and elite groups, which their thick
walls could not exclude. Even today, Neapolitan convents figure prominently in the citys fabric. In analyzing
the architecture of these august institutions, Helen Hills skillfully reads conventual architecture as a
metaphor for the body of the aristocratic virgin nun, mapping out the dialectic between flesh and stone.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Invisible City: The Architecture of Devotion in
Seventeenth-Century Neapolitan Convents. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book Invisible City: The Architecture of Devotion in
Seventeenth-Century Neapolitan Convents. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Michael Joslyn:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Invisible City: The Architecture of Devotion in
Seventeenth-Century Neapolitan Convents is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Felix Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Invisible City: The Architecture of
Devotion in Seventeenth-Century Neapolitan Convents book written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still question Invisible City: The Architecture of Devotion in Seventeenth-Century Neapolitan Convents
as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by
its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Aurora Ammon:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Invisible City: The Architecture of Devotion in Seventeenth-Century Neapolitan Convents.
You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.
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