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In Honor Thy Gods Jon Mikal son uses the tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides to explore
popular religious beliefs and practices of Atheniansin the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. and examines how
these playwrights portrayed, manipulated, and otherwise represented popular religion in their plays. He
discusses the central role of honor in ancient Athenian piety and shows that the values of popular piety are
not only reflected but also reaffirmed in tragedies.

Mikalson begins by examining what tragic characters and choruses have to say about the nature of the gods
and their intervention in human affairs. Then, by tracing the fortunes of diverse characters -- among them
Creon and Antigone, Ajax and Odysseus, Hippolytus, Pentheus, and even Athens and Troy -- he shows that
in tragedy those who violate or challenge contemporary popular religious beliefs suffer, while those who
support these beliefs are rewarded.

The beliefs considered in Mikalson's analysis include Athenians' views on matters regarding asylum, the
roles of guests and hosts, oaths, the various forms of divination, health and healing, sacrifice, pollution, the
religious responsibilities of parents, children, and citizens, homicide, the dead, and the afterlife. After
summarizing the vairous forms of piety and impiety related to these beliefs found in the tragedies, Mikalson
isolates "honoring the gods" as the fundamental concept of Greek piety. He concludes by describing the
different relationships of the three tragedians to the religion of their time and their audience, arguing that the
tragedies of Euripides most consistently support the values of popular religion.
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From reader reviews:
Deborah Mazzardla:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the erawhich is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion in
Greek Tragedy is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Geneva Milbourn:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especialy fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Honor Thy Gods:. Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

James Basdler:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Honor Thy Gods. Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy can
be good book to read. May beit is usualy best activity to you.

Billy Doyle:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy this guide consist a
lot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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