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Made famous in the 1976 documentary Harlan County USA, this pocket of Appalachian coal country has
been home to generations of miners--and to some of the most bitter labor battles of the 20th century. It has
also produced a rich tradition of protest songs and a wealth of fascinating culture and custom that has
remained largely undiscovered by outsiders, until now.

They Say in Harlan County is not a book about coal miners so much as a dialogue in which more than 150
Harlan County women and men tell the story of their region, from pioneer times through the dramatic strikes
of the 1930s and '70s, up to the present. Alessandro Portelli draws on 25 years of original interviews to take
readers into the mines and inside the lives of those who work, suffer, and often die in them--from black lung,
falling rock, suffocation, or simply from work that can be literally backbreaking. The book is structured as a
vivid montage of all these voices--stoic, outraged, grief-stricken, defiant--skillfully interwoven with
documents from archives, newspapers, literary works, and the author's own participating and critical voice.
Portelli uncovers the whole history and memory of the United States in this one symbolic place, through
settlement, civil war, slavery, industrialization, immigration, labor conflict, technological change, migration,
strip mining, environmental and social crises, and resistance. And as hot-button issues like mountain-top
removal and the use of "clean coal" continue to hit the news, the history of Harlan County--especially as seen
through the eyes of those who lived it--is becoming increasingly important.

With rare emotional immediacy, gripping narratives, and unforgettable characters, They Say in Harlan
County tells the real story of a culture, the resilience of its people, and the human costs of coal mining.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

Here thing why this particular They Say in Harlan County: An Oral History (Oxford Oral History Series) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. They Say in Harlan County: An Oral History
(Oxford Oral History Series) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no e-book that similar with They Say in Harlan County: An Oral History (Oxford Oral
History Series). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
printed book maybe the form of They Say in Harlan County: An Oral History (Oxford Oral History Series)
in e-book can be your alternative.

Edward Apodaca:

This book untitled They Say in Harlan County: An Oral History (Oxford Oral History Series) to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Rina Reese:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this They Say in Harlan County: An Oral History (Oxford Oral History Series), you can tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
reserve.

Ronny Baird:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top list in your reading list will be They Say in Harlan County: An Oral History (Oxford Oral History
Series). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious



person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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