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Today the United States has one of the highest poverty rates among the world's rich industrial democracies.
The Failed Welfare Revolution shows us that things might have turned out differently. During the 1960s and
1970s, policymakers in three presidential administrations tried to replace the nation's existing welfare system
with a revolutionary program to guarantee Americans basic economic security. Surprisingly from today's
vantage point, guaranteed income plans received broad bipartisan support in the 1960s. One proposal,
President Nixon's Family Assistance Plan, nearly passed into law in the 1970s, and President Carter
advanced a similar bill a few years later. The failure of these proposals marked the federal government's last
direct effort to alleviate poverty among the least advantaged and, ironically, sowed the seeds of conservative
welfare reform strategies under President Reagan and beyond.

This episode has largely vanished from America's collective memory. Here, Brian Steensland tells the whole
story for the first time--from why such an unlikely policy idea first developed to the factors that sealed its
fate. His account, based on extensive original research in presidential archives, draws on mainstream social
science perspectives that emphasize the influence of powerful stakeholder groups and policymaking
institutions. But Steensland also shows that some of the most potent obstacles to guaranteed income plans
were cultural. Most centrally, by challenging Americans' longstanding distinction between the "deserving"
and "undeserving" poor, the plans threatened the nation's cultural, political, and economic status quo.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Failed Welfare Revolution: America's Struggle over
Guaranteed Income Policy.

Deloris Wagner:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Failed Welfare Revolution:
America's Struggle over Guaranteed Income Policy, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Melanie Pemberton:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Failed Welfare Revolution: America's Struggle over Guaranteed
Income Policy why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Felecia Holst:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Failed Welfare Revolution: America's
Struggle over Guaranteed Income Policy which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.
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