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Those who are able to read Homer in Greek have ample recourse to commentaries, but the vast majority who
read the lliad in tranglation have not been so well served—the many available trandations contain few, if
any, notes. For these readers, Malcolm M. Willcock provides a line-by-line commentary that explains the
many factual details, mythological alusions, and Homeric conventions that a student or general reader could
not be expected to bring to an initial encounter with the Iliad.

The notes, which always relate to particular lines in the text, have as their prime aim the simple, factual
explanation of things the inexperienced reader would be unlikely to have at his or her command (What is a
hecatomb? Who is Atreus son?). Second, they enhance an appreciation of the Iliad by illuminating epic
style, Homer's methods of composition, the structure of the work, and the characterization of the major
heroes. The "Homeric Question," concerning the origin and authorship of the lliad, is also discussed.

Professor Willcock's commentary is based on Richmond L attimore's transl ation—regarded by many as the
outstanding tranglation of the present generation—nbut it may be used profitably with other versions as well.
This clearly written commentary, which includes an excellent select bibliography, will make one of the
touchstones of Western literature accessible to a wider audience.
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From reader reviews:
L ouise Schmidt:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take ago
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed A Companion to
The Iliad (Phoenix Books)? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have different opinion?

Stephen Hill:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) ended up
being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. Itis
extremely advantages for you. The reserve A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) is not only giving
you alot more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend your
current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book A Companion to The
Iliad (Phoenix Books). Y ou never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Elaine Woodring:

Often the book A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author styleto spell out the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book to learn,
this book very acceptable to you. The book A Companion to The lliad (Phoenix Books) is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to
read the book.

Hayden Wright:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. Through the book A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) we can acquire more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book A Companion to
The lliad (Phoenix Books). Y ou can more desirable than now.
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