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Whitewashing War explores perhaps the most critical issue social studies educators presently face: How do
we teach our students about war? In this timely book, Christopher Leahey investigates how the political
struggles over the social studies curriculum, the corporate domination of the textbook and testing industry,
and the curricular constraints of the No Child Left Behind Act combine to stifle historical inquiry and
deprive students of meaningful social studies instruction. Using the controversial Vietnam War as a case
study, Leahey holds textbook narratives up to the light, illuminating how the adoption process, interpretive
framework, and selection of evidence combine to transform the past into thinly veiled historical myths. By
attending to questions traditionally ignored in history education, this dynamic book:

Challenges educators to rethink their pedagogical approaches to military conflict, American and otherwise.●

Calls on teachers to develop students’ critical sensibilities to ask questions, conduct research, evaluate●

evidence, and make meaning of the past.
Provides classroom lessons for history educators and students to engage in rich, intellectual encounters●

with the historical record.

Christopher R. Leahey teaches world history in upstate New York. His articles have appeared in Social
Education and The Social Studies.

“If students are to be prepared for the challenges of the 21st century, then we need to provide inspired,
interdisciplinary instruction that can provide the skills, values and knowledge to enable our future citizens
with the possibility, promise, and perspective to transform their world. Whitewashing War provides that solid
interdisciplinary framework for teachers and students to teach and learn about the myth of war.”

—Critical Education

“Leahey echoes a concern expressed by others that history textbooks fail to address the realities of war.”

—CHOICE

“The crowning achievement of Whitewashing War is that it clearly illustrates the necessity of pursuing
rational answers about why things are as they are (or were as they were). It becomes clear upon reading this
book that, if we help our students pursue rational answers in the course of creating personally meaningful



understandings of the world, they will figure out just what it is that needs to be done.”

—From the Foreword by E. Wayne Ross, University of British Columbia

“The author has done a masterful job of exploring issues of historiography, pedagogy, textbook debates, and
critical thinking. Through a deep examination of two historical turning points in the Vietnam War, he has
contrasted the known facts of these periods with the accounts contained in the textbooks.”

—Rick Ayers, Graduate School of Education, UC Berkeley

“A passionate and powerful analysis. Christopher Leahey provides penetrating insight into how Americans
teach about their wars. As such, his book is an invaluable aid to understanding the past and its connection to
our current predicament.”

—Fredrik Logevall, Cornell University

“Whitewashing War challenges the fundamental assumptions underlying the corporate regime of standards,
textbooks, and testing and exposes the distortions, manipulation, and lies that result. Leahey builds a
compelling case for critical inquiry and dialogue. Highly recommended!”

—Ronald W. Evans, San Diego State University, author of The Social Studies Wars
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Roderick:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book Whitewashing War: Historical Myth,
Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for Democratic Education has been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve
Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for Democratic Education is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book
Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for Democratic Education. You
never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

William Medellin:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks,
and Possibilities for Democratic Education book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Whitewashing War: Historical Myth,
Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for Democratic Education content conveys the thought easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you even now thinking Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and
Possibilities for Democratic Education is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Tom Carter:

The particular book Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for
Democratic Education will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you.
The book Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for Democratic
Education is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Kimberly Silvestre:

This Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for Democratic Education
is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
little digest in reading this Whitewashing War: Historical Myth, Corporate Textbooks, and Possibilities for
Democratic Education can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to



get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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