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Muses and editors, saviors and publishers: Meet the women behind the greatest works of Russian
literature

“Behind every good man isagood woman” isacommon saying, but when it comesto literature, the
relationship between spouses is even that much more complex. F. Scott Fitzgerald, James Joyce, and D. H.
Lawrence used their marriages for literary inspiration and material, sometime at the expense of their spouses
sanity. Thomas Carlyle wanted his wife to assist him, but Jane Carlyle became increasingly bitter and
resentful in her new role, putting additional strain on their relationship.

In Russian literary marriages, however, the wives of some of the most famous authors of al time did not
resent taking a“ secondary position,” athough to call their position secondary does not do justice to the vital
role these women played in the creation of some of the greatest literary worksin history.

From Sophia Tolstoy to Véra Nabokov, Elena Bulgakov, Nadezdha Mandelstam, Anna Dostevsky, and
Natalya Sol zhenitsyn, these women ranged from stenographers and typists to editors, researchers, tranglators,
and even publishers. Living under restrictive regimes, many of these women battled censorship and
preserved the writers' illicit archives, often risking their own livesto do so. They established atradition all
their own, unmatched in the West.

Many of these women were the writers' intellectual companions and made invaluable contributions to the

creative process. And their husbands knew it. Leo Tolstoy made no secret of Sofid sinvolvement in War and
Peacein hisletters, and Vladimir Nabokov referred to Véra as his own “ single shadow.”
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From reader reviews:
Karen Taylor:

Book is usualy written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Wives: The Women
Behind Russias Literary Giants will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidenceif you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Melvin Schroeder:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or al their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled The Wives: The Women Behind Russia's Literary Giants
can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Ruth Coleman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Wives: The Women Behind
Russias Literary Giants that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking
at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Wives: The Women Behind Russids Literary Giants become
your current starter.

Millie Goodman:

Do you redly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work thisis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Wives: The Women Behind Russias Literary Giants
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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