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The crash of an Amtrak train near Baltimore, the collapse of the Hyatt hotel in Kansas City, the incident at
Three Mile Island, and other large-scale technological disasters have provided powerful examples of the
ways that communication practices influence the events and decisions that precipitate a disaster. These
examples have raised ethical questions about the responsibility of writers within agencies, epistemological
questions about the nature of representation in science, and rhetorical questions about the nature of expertise
and experience as grounds for judgments about risk.

In The Rhetoric of Risk: Technical Documentation in Hazardous Environments, author Beverly Sauer
examines how the dynamic uncertainty of the material environment affects communication in large
regulatory industries. Sauer's analysis focuses specifically on mine safety, which provides a rich technical
and historical context where problems of rhetorical agency, narrative, and the negotiation of meaning have
visible and tragic outcomes. But the questions Sauer asks have larger implication for risk and safety: How
does writing function in large regulatory industries? What can we learn from experience? Why is this
experience so difficult to capture in writing? What information is lost when agencies rely on written
documentation alone? Given the uncertainties, how can we work to improve communication in hazardous
and uncertain environments?

By exploring how individuals make sense of the material, technical, and institutional indeterminancies of
their work in speech and gesture, The Rhetoric of Risk helps communicators rethink their frequently
unquestioned assumptions about workplace discourse and the role of writers in hazardous worksites. It is
intended for scholars and students in technical writing and communication, rhetoric, risk analysis and risk
communication, as well as a wide range of engineering and technical fields concerned with risk, safety, and
uncertainty.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Rhetoric of Risk: Technical
Documentation in Hazardous Environments (Rhetoric, Knowledge, and Society Series) book as this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Frederick Rothman:

The Rhetoric of Risk: Technical Documentation in Hazardous Environments (Rhetoric, Knowledge, and
Society Series) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into delight arrangement in writing The Rhetoric of Risk: Technical Documentation in
Hazardous Environments (Rhetoric, Knowledge, and Society Series) yet doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Kristen Clifford:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Rhetoric of Risk: Technical Documentation in Hazardous Environments (Rhetoric,
Knowledge, and Society Series) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Vicki Harris:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Rhetoric of Risk:
Technical Documentation in Hazardous Environments (Rhetoric, Knowledge, and Society Series) which is
finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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