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This, the first ever biography of John Hewitt, is based on archival material, both personal and literary. In
many ways it is also a biography of his wife, Roberta (nee Black), whose manuscript journal is also in the
public domain. To establish Hewitt's late arrival as a poet, the book opens with a chapter recounting his
negotiations with a London publisher over a long period and the eventual appearance of No Rebel Word
(1949). Successive chapters trace his
education, courtship, literary apprenticeship, first employment as a junior gallery curator in Belfast, the
political conflicts of the 1930s and then the War Years, his rejection for the post of director in Belfast's Civic
Museum and Gallery, and his utopian commitment to regionalism. Appointment to the
Herbert Gallery in Coventry in 1956 brought recognition and confidence. His leanings towards socialist
realism came to accommodate abstract art, and he defended the sculptor Barbara Hepworth against the
penny-pinching ratepayers. Throughout this two-part career, Hewitt maintained his output as poet,
culminating in the Collected Poems (1968). His Irish political commitments never wavered, though he
became cautious about forms of nationalism which proclaimed themselves left-wing. Roberta
Hewitt's work for the Coventry Labour Party provided an outlet for her energies and her domestic
frustrations. Throughout these forty years, the poetry is kept constantly in view, sometime by reference to
individual pieces and their origins, and some by means of longer 'breaks for text' where more detailed
criticism is practised. In 1972, the Hewitts returned to Belfast whenthe Troubles reached an ugly peak.
Committed to anti-sectarianism, Hewitt withheld support from all parties, though he took an interest in trade
union activity. Publishing (perhaps too much) poetry in his last decade-and-a-half, he died very much in
harness.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Weston:

The ability that you get from Northman: John Hewitt (1907-87): An Irish writer, his world, and his times
may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Northman: John Hewitt (1907-87): An Irish
writer, his world, and his times giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this particular Northman: John Hewitt (1907-87): An Irish writer, his world, and his times
instantly.

Enrique Myers:

Typically the book Northman: John Hewitt (1907-87): An Irish writer, his world, and his times has a lot info
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Jacob Gray:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us
novel, comics, along with soon. The Northman: John Hewitt (1907-87): An Irish writer, his world, and his
times will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Pablo Cowart:

Beside this particular Northman: John Hewitt (1907-87): An Irish writer, his world, and his times in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Northman: John Hewitt (1907-87): An Irish writer, his
world, and his times because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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