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Black behind the Ears is an innovative historical and ethnographic examination of Dominican identity
formation in the Dominican Republic and the United States. For much of the Dominican Republic’s history,
the national body has been defined as “not black,” even as black ancestry has been grudgingly
acknowledged. Rejecting simplistic explanations, Ginetta E. B. Candelario suggests that it is not a desire for
whiteness that guides Dominican identity discourses and displays. Instead, it is an ideal norm of what it
means to be both indigenous to the Republic (indios) and “Hispanic.” Both indigeneity and Hispanicity have
operated as vehicles for asserting Dominican sovereignty in the context of the historically triangulated
dynamics of Spanish colonialism, Haitian unification efforts, and U.S. imperialism. Candelario shows how
the legacy of that history is manifest in contemporary Dominican identity discourses and displays, whether in
the national historiography, the national museum’s exhibits, or ideas about women’s beauty. Dominican
beauty culture is crucial to efforts to identify as “indios” because, as an easily altered bodily feature, hair
texture trumps skin color, facial features, and ancestry in defining Dominicans as indios.

Candelario draws on her participant observation in a Dominican beauty shop in Washington Heights, a New
York City neighborhood with the oldest and largest Dominican community outside the Republic, and on
interviews with Dominicans in New York City, Washington, D.C., and Santo Domingo. She also analyzes
museum archives and displays in the Museo del Hombre Dominicano and the Smithsonian Institution as well
as nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century European and American travel narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

This book untitled Black behind the Ears: Dominican Racial Identity from Museums to Beauty Shops (E-
Duke books scholarly collection.) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Cynthia Medina:

The guide untitled Black behind the Ears: Dominican Racial Identity from Museums to Beauty Shops (E-
Duke books scholarly collection.) is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Black behind the
Ears: Dominican Racial Identity from Museums to Beauty Shops (E-Duke books scholarly collection.) from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Erin Mohammad:

The book untitled Black behind the Ears: Dominican Racial Identity from Museums to Beauty Shops (E-
Duke books scholarly collection.) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy
to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary
works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read
the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official
web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Clara Williams:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Black behind the Ears: Dominican Racial Identity
from Museums to Beauty Shops (E-Duke books scholarly collection.) can be the response, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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