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Gerhard Richter's groundbreaking study argues that the concept of "afterness" is key to understanding the
thought and aesthetics of modernity. He pursues such questions as what it means for something to "follow"
something else and whether that which follows marks a clear break with what comes before. Or does that
which follows tacitly perpetuate its predecessor as a consequence of its indebtedness to the terms and
conditions of that from which it claims to have departed? Indeed, Richter asks, is not the very act of breaking
with, and then following upon, a way of retroactively constructing and fortifying that from which the break
that set the movement of following into motion had occurred?

Richter explores the concept and movement of afterness as a privileged yet uncanny category through close
readings of Immanuel Kant, Franz Kafka, Martin Heidegger, Ernst Bloch, Walter Benjamin, Bertold Brecht,
Theodor W. Adorno, Hannah Arendt, Jean-François Lyotard, and Jacques Derrida. Through his work, the
vexed concepts of afterness, following, and coming after illuminate a constellation of modern
preoccupations, including personal and cultural memory, translation, photography, hope, and the historical
and conceptual specificity of what has been termed "after Auschwitz." Richter's various threads of
analysis—which cross an expansive collection of modern writers and thinkers, diverse historical moments of
articulation, and a range of media-richly develop Lyotard's incontrovertible statement that "after philosophy
comes philosophy. But it has been altered by the 'after.'" As this intricate inquiry demonstrates, much hinges
on our interpretation of the "after," for our most fundamental assumptions concerning modern aesthetic
representation, conceptual discourse, community, subjectivity, and politics are at stake.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

The guide with title Afterness: Figures of Following in Modern Thought and Aesthetics (Columbia Themes
in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Solomon Pepper:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Afterness:
Figures of Following in Modern Thought and Aesthetics (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism,
and the Arts) provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Carol Smith:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book Afterness:
Figures of Following in Modern Thought and Aesthetics (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism,
and the Arts). Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can
bring you from one location to other place.

Laura Bradberry:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through
the book Afterness: Figures of Following in Modern Thought and Aesthetics (Columbia Themes in
Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Afterness: Figures of Following in
Modern Thought and Aesthetics (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts). You can
more pleasing than now.
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