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Throughout history and especially during contemporary times, presidential rhetoric sets the foreign policy
tone not only for Congress but mainly for the American public. Consequently, US foreign policy is actively
marketed and spun to the American public. This book describes the marketing strategy of the War on Terror
and how that strategy compelled public opinion towards supporting the spread of the War on Terror from
Afghanistan to Iraq. The author investigates how President George W. Bush's initial framing of the
September 11th attacks provided the platform for the creation of long term public support for the War on
Terror and established early public support for U.S. action in Iraq.

Mining public opinion data and nearly 1500 presidential speeches over a four year period, the book argues
that presidential framing of threats and losses, not gains, contributed to public support for war in
Afghanistan, war in Iraq, and President Bush's successful reelection campaign. President Bush's initial
framing of the terrorist threat was introduced immediately after the September 11th attacks and reinforced
throughout the Afghanistan invasion. During this time period, presidential threat framing established the
broad parameters for the War on Terror and enabled the president to successfully market a punitive war in
Afghanistan. Second, the president marketed the strategy of preemptive war and led the country into the
more costly war in Iraq by focusing on the potentially global threat of terrorism and the proliferation of
Weapons of Mass Destruction. President Bush's previous war rhetoric was repackaged into a leaner, more
focused format in which the Iraq war became part of the War on Terror, resulting in increased support for the
president and a successful reelection campaign. Finally, the author examines the withdraw vs. surge in Iraq
debate bringing the book up to date. The book shows the influencing potential of presidential spin and of
risky foreign policy in the Middle East, and presents a systematic analysis of how a president effectively
pursued a marketing strategy that continues to show an enduring ability to influence public support. Even
two years after the Iraq invasion, 52% of Americans believed that the U.S. should stay in Iraq until it is
stabilized. This finding bypasses agenda setting explanations, which prescribes issue salience amongst the
public for only one year. The large speech database available with the study will also be an added benefit to
scholars seeking to teach undergraduate and graduate level qualitative research methods.
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From reader reviews:

Tamara Evans:

The book Winning the War of Words: Selling the War on Terror from Afghanistan to Iraq (Praeger Security
International) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
So why must we leave the good thing like a book Winning the War of Words: Selling the War on Terror
from Afghanistan to Iraq (Praeger Security International)? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Winning the War of Words: Selling the War on Terror from Afghanistan to Iraq
(Praeger Security International) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Simms:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Winning the War of Words: Selling the War on Terror from
Afghanistan to Iraq (Praeger Security International) was making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication Winning the War of
Words: Selling the War on Terror from Afghanistan to Iraq (Praeger Security International) is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Winning the War of
Words: Selling the War on Terror from Afghanistan to Iraq (Praeger Security International). You never
really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Duncan Houghton:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Winning the War of Words: Selling the War on
Terror from Afghanistan to Iraq (Praeger Security International) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you may already know.

Theresa Collins:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Winning the War of Words: Selling the War on Terror from Afghanistan to
Iraq (Praeger Security International) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about



your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book that you just wanted.
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