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This book investigates architecture as a form of diplomacy in the context of the Second World War at six
major European international and national expositions that took place between 1937 and 1959. The volume
gives a fascinating account of architecture assuming the role of the carrier of war-related messages, some of
them camouflaged while others quite frank. The famous standoffs between the Stalinist Russia and the Nazi
Germany in Paris 1937, or the juxtaposition of the USSR and USA pavilions in Brussels 1958, are examples
of very explicit shows of force. The book also discusses some less known - and more subtle - messages,
revealed through an examination of several additional pavilions in both Paris and Brussels; of a series of
expositions in Moscow; of the Universal Exhibition in Rome that was planned to open in 1942; and of
Londonâ€™s South Bank Exposition of 1951: all of them related, in one way or another, to either an
anticipation of the global war or to its horrific aftermaths. A brief discussion of three pre-World War II
American expositions that are reviewed in the Epilogue supports this point. It indicates a significant
difference in the attitude of American exposition commissioners, who were less attuned to the looming war
than their European counterparts. The book provides a novel assessment of modern architectureâ€™s
involvement with national representation. Whether in the service of Fascist Italy or of Imperial Japan, of
Republican Spain or of the post-war Franquista regime, of the French Popular Front or of socialist
Yugoslavia, of the arising FRG or of capitalist USA, of Stalinist Russia or of post-colonial Britain,
exposition architecture during the period in question was driven by a deep faith in its ability to represent
ideology. The book argues that this widespread confidence in architectureâ€™s ability to act as a propaganda
tool was one of the reasons why Modernist architecture lent itself to the service of such different masters.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Williams:

With other case, little people like to read book Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of
Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-
1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Frederica Dawkins:

This book untitled Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War
(Ashgate Studies in Architecture) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Anna Rangel:

Typically the book Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War
(Ashgate Studies in Architecture) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very
ideal to you. The book Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War
(Ashgate Studies in Architecture) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lawrence Hurst:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-
1959: Messages of Peace, Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) e-book written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still skepticism Architecture of Great Expositions 1937-1959: Messages of Peace,
Images of War (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) as good book not only by the cover but also by content.
This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.
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