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The Mobile River presents the first-ever narrative history of this important American watercourse. Inspired
by the venerable Rivers of America series, John S. Sledge weaves chronological and thematic elements with
personal experiences and more than sixty color and black-and-white images for a rich and rewarding read.

The Mobile River appears on the map full and wide at Nannahubba, fifty miles from the coast, where the
Alabama and the Tombigbee rivers meet, but because it empties their waters into Mobile Bay and
subsequently the Gulf of Mexico, it usurps them and their multitudinous tributaries. If all of the rivers,
creeks, streams, bayous, bogues, branches, swamps, sloughs, rivulets, and trickles that ultimately pour into
Mobile Bay are factored into the equation, the Mobile assumes awesome importance and becomes the outlet
for the sixth largest river basin in the United States and the largest emptying into the Gulf east of the
Mississippi River.

Previous historians have paid copious attention to the other rivers that make up the Mobile’s basin, but the
namesake stream along with its majestic delta and beautiful bay have been strangely neglected. In an attempt
to redress the imbalance, Sledge launches this book with a first-person river tour by “haul-ass boat.” Along
the way he highlights the four diverse personalities of this short stream—upland hardwood forest, upper
swamp, lower swamp, and harbor.

In the historical saga that follows, readers learn about colonial forts, international treaties, bloody massacres,
and thundering naval battles, as well as what the Mobile River’s inhabitants ate and how they dressed
through time. A barge load of colorful characters is introduced, including Indian warriors, French diplomats,
British cartographers, Spanish tavern keepers, Creole women, steamboat captains, African slaves, Civil War
generals and admirals, Apache prisoners, hydraulic engineers, stevedores, banana importers, Rosie Riveters,
and even a few river rats subsisting off the grid—all of them actors in a uniquely American pageant of
conflict, struggle, and endless opportunity along a river that gave a city its name.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Chadwick:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Mobile River. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book The Mobile River. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as
well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's study.

Timothy Bullock:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Mobile River is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Mary Patterson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Mobile River why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Susan Gaier:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Mobile River can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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