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New edition of the provocative history of the tenuous relationship between the scientific study of politics and
the real world of American democracy.

When it first appeared three decades ago, Raymond Seidelman’s provocative study of the history of political
science both attracted a great deal of attention and generated vibrant controversy. Where prior studies of the
history of political science had concentrated on the evolution of the scientific study of politics, Seidelman
placed his focus on the tenuous relationship between the scientific study of politics and the real world of
American democracy. Examining paired sets of political science luminaries over a century, he finds recurrent
hopes that a “science of politics” can be a “science for politics,” and recurrent frustrations that neither elites
nor democratic publics respond to the findings of political science or defer to its claims of scientific
authority. Analyzing the reasons for political science’s limited impact on democratic reform, Seidelman
raises the prospect that the progressive dreams of American political science, rising and falling over the
course of a century, may finally be exhausted.

For this new edition, Bruce Miroff and Stephen Skowronek have written a foreword that relates the genesis
of the book and the career of the late Ray Seidelman, while James Farr, a distinguished scholar of political
science history, has contributed an extensive afterword. Whether readers concur with or dispute Seidelman’s
conclusions about the practical significance of political science, they will be challenged by the scope and
power of Disenchanted Realists. The book invites a new generation of political scientists to examine the
problematic development of the discipline they practice and to reflect on the public meanings of what they
do in their own careers.

Raymond Seidelman (1951–2007) was Professor of Political Science at Sarah Lawrence College and the
coeditor (with Bruce Miroff and Todd Swanstrom) of Debating Democracy, Seventh Edition: A Reader in
American Politics.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Travers:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it
means that reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a
book. They are really reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why
not the person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found
difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you should have this Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition:
Political Science and the American Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues).

Kelsey Dehart:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their
can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science
and the American Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) to read.

Lois Schooley:

The reason? Because this Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition: Political Science and the American Crisis
(SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Phyllis Granger:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Disenchanted Realists, Second Edition:
Political Science and the American Crisis (SUNY Series in Political Theory: Contemporary Issues) is simple
to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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