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Essay from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade: 1,0,
University of Córdoba (Spain: Universidad de Córdoba), course: Sociolinguistics, 8 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: African American Vernacular English or AAVE, which is also
variously labelled ‘African American English’, ‘Black English’, ‘Black Vernacular English’ or ‘Ebonics’, is
the non-standard variety of English spoken by many African Americans, at least to some extent and in some
contexts. The now very popular term Ebonics is a portmanteau of the words ‚ebony’ and ‚phonics’, created
in 1973 by a group of black scholars, who disliked the term 'Nonstandard Negro English', which was in use
at that time. The circumstances of the creation of the term, (which has gained considerable popularity during
a huge debate in 1996, which will be discussed later), already highlights one of the main features associated
with AAVE: the controversies which centre upon it, “even” – according to McCrum et al. –

“within the Black community. For some, it is an authentic means of self-expression for Black English
speakers throughout America and the world. For others, who prefer the norms of Standard English, Black
English represents the disadvantaged past, an obstacle to advancement, something better unlearned, denied
or forgotten.”

The first thorough sociolinguistic study of AAVE was carried out by William Labov in 1968. It was funded
by the US Office of Education, which was interested in “the relation between social dialects and the teaching
of English.” The problems many Black American children had to acquire thorough reading skills was, in
fact, what first brought attention to AAVE. Still scholars can’t seem to agree on what exactly AAVE is and
where it comes from. Scholars on one end of the scale of opinions hold it to be very different from Standard
English, even a distinct language, those on the other end claim it to be a mere product of regional and socio-
economical differences between Blacks and Whites.
These two aspects will be the main points of interest in this paper. After a rough linguistic description of the
dialect I’m going to turn to its possible history, before finally concluding with a short outline of the main
sociolinguistic aspects surrounding AAVE, including the educational problems it presents, which have, after
all, been the catalyst for linguistic interest in the dialect.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Williams:

Here thing why this specific African American Vernacular English are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. African American Vernacular English giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with African American
Vernacular English. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of African American Vernacular English in e-book can be your alternate.

Judith Tate:

The book with title African American Vernacular English has a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Sam Stenger:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book African American Vernacular English it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Karen Rodriguez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled African American Vernacular English the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
prior to. The African American Vernacular English giving you a different experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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